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untoM meo, Patient! is Meckneſs, a (not Perſe- 
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4s litthe of them a« msy be, who with fo-much Del bt re- 
je them, andthiok ir no ſmall Acceſſion to the diſcovery 
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To conclude, There oughtto be an Adequaries and Re- 
lemblance betwixt all Ends, and the means to them, but in 
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SS roy fed ele age bans * 
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Av Though the Objec Any yer it is as t 
foul nk We are ſuch a Liber -- 
ty oc Conſcience,as Ro the Nation in cls wn ; 29d 
Commerce ; noe man, or PR" 
men,from not te thoſe exc yd tend'ro 


ber, Juſt, and Induftrious Living. 1# « a Feſuitical Miyra!, 
7's Kill a mas before hes Born: Fuſt,to ſaſpe@ bim of an Evil 


Defign, and chen kill bim co prevent it. 


Obie&. 4. But PE gp « ſee what has been the eni of 
this Separation * Wars, Revolutions, 4:4 Danger to G1- 
 Denument; witneſs our late Trewbles. 


Awuſ.We ce none of all this, bat are ableto mike ir app. ar 
chae the true cauſe of all that perplext Diſtwrbarce, which-was 
i rhe Homenflans & Arriansof old, & among us of later 
voam tak yell as what bas moderaly attended agr Neighbour- 
a Counties) cook its firſt riſe from a narrowneks of ſprric,i 
wt Tollerating others to live the Freemen God made i 2a is 
pi-yton Matters upon the Earth,mecrly upon ſome difference 

igRe 

And vere there once but an, Heafty 


T oller ation eftablithe, 


 *ewould bea Demonſrationof the truth of this Aﬀertion.On 
this Ground, Empire ſtands fafe ;/ on the other, it ſeerns more 


uncertain, 


Buc theſe are only the popular 'DNevices of ſome totra- 
duce honeſt Men, and their Principles ; whole lazy Life, ud 
3ntoller able Avarice become queſtion'd, by a Tollernioa of 
people better inclia' d. 


 Obje& 5. Zut what nd you tobe es dew Liber. 


; ” of Conſcience Reaſonable and Neceſſary, when none queſtions it 5 
all 


$ > ont whe 


- Here imine Jos part of the 


Objection; [is ta0: 
ty of Cnſcrnc, 4,48 we Nt 
cute 

I anſwer thus, If the words Lowful or #rlavfel,may bear their 
ſignication trom the naturevf the chings they ftand-fory, 
then we conceive thet 4 Meeting a_— Four Thewſend Pi pong 
. Unlawfal,thena Meeting of Four, for Number ſingly confpller” 
prong a. qa erp 4 .the 
Poſture in whichy Rn tranſa&ted ith che Conle- 


Ea = erent mad 
Now t are cobe © 
On? «pptarsby the allowance of Four beſides every Fami- 


)certainiy che Number can fever render it 


ſtioo will be Whether wor ſhip 
be he Quett od: nhay Foe Thame wu te ſence 


-4 WT m4 been ſeverely prole- 


fn pays; mart Sor 
; way plain a Caſe, tharthe Matter in the Queſtionte: 
olves it 


1 


Objet. 6, Bus the Lov fwbide ts; 


* 


If the enaQting .cag make & , 
om butif an AR ſomadeby the pry Seto Bow 
teftents,vens never cſteem's ſo by a true Prote/i ant 5 the 
nacure of the matter will not bear it ; and laſtly, re 
25 much commanded by God to meet Four thouſan Four 

excuſed, if we forbear not the aſſembling 


of our NCT EASE. 


» jour 00w 
ed with thas ? "Tas ie bo 


therefore got ſo franckly injoyed - Thelatter part, 


; forhar 
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Ot "0 F; EF a of the number 
for yoo oe hey ln cond =} Bred Thou- 
G to be to ſaid the Family and Four)the: Tarwults may ariſe, 
and Plots may bimade, and he lite Iearorninc heypn tothe 
Govermew. 


Anſw. Great Aſlemblics are ſo fer from: beiog injurious, 
oops nee fare inoffenfive for, Firſt, They are 
ſed to the OR which of all pang 
a7 z bur air a9 Opportgoity 'tw 
rn of ic in tboleglowed-Mertings of but 
| pans Family, is eake togueſs, when we conkader,. 
chat foo wake rhe bef ans cleſefs Connell; and next,; that fach 
an Aſſembly is the woſt private ard clandeſtine, and ſo fined 
for Miſchief and Sarprize. 
Secondly, Ho Aſemblies, are noe only publique and 
large, ber they frequenred, as wellby & eſerhararenor 
heir eden y, Bs _—_ their own ; {rom whence it follows, 
that-we bave the greateſt reaſon ro be comiousand wile in 
our Behayiour, fivce the more there be at eur Mertmgs, the 
- mare Witneſſes arc againſt us, if we ſhould ſay or att anything 


hwy be pre; adictal tothe Government, 
"Laſtly, For theſe ſeveral years- aone could. ever obſerve 


fuch ao 11] uſe made of that Freedow, or luch wicked De- 
| Ggns 10-follow- ſuch Hntveey and. therctore: ic is high 

Inchariy to proceed ſo (everebyupon meer Sappoſitions. - 
»" To this we fhijl add ſeveral Abohorizies and Teſtimonies 
for farther confirm tionof ourſenfe otthemarter, and to ler 
inpoſers ſee, that we are rive the only Perſoas, who.bave im- 
pleaded Perſecution, and juſtified EE Conſcicvers as 
Chriſtizn and Raioka). 


CHAP. 


CHAP, V I. 
A Briet Colleaion of the Sence and Practice ofrhe Great- 


teft, Wiſe, and ff Common-Wealths, Kingdoms, 
calpaiale Per ſons of their Times, TY Force wpon 
.v; Fiſt, Though ths Kaos adore ul people tad the wolt-- 
lee on het Red withia their own Demiriſ- * 


inftitaced by 
Corte 


ſuch was their indul to 


—_— ot 
the Hand of God! 
Liſſemers,. thatif aver 
Principles wdoges ledoment of exe God, ind - 
a j»ſ# Life, = the Free * "Enercifo of their dillitiet” 
Modes or Wayes of-Worthip, which were n&merous.” 
Of this their owa nar ue Wikeedtns, and 6retis out of - 
them, 

Secondly, | The Renews themſelves, 2s- Kia as ey: 
were, not only had 1 bizty Thouſand Godds (if Yarre miybe- - 
credited) but almoſt every Family of any noce, _—_ ul 
ſtint 84ers, or peculiar Way of Worſbip. 

3. Thirdly, Ie was the fence of thae 
Common-wealths- man; Cato, in Sdluft 


grave, - exemplaty 


ft, rhat 
things which ruin any Goverame., want of => £2 


or Mens obliegedto humor Tins azreatone; which . 


we find made good bythe F.2wrentrne tepud ch, 25 Guickeat- . 
dine relates. 


4 Fourthly, Livyte)ls us, It was 2 Weoiider chat Hanis - 
bals Army, conliſtiag of divers Nations, divers Humats,, 


at #fferivg 
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1d the common receiv'd Noarbiedl” © 
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bs if, - \ con'r47y Rulogi 
bve 13 years {roms their own Frag 
= of 4 or.61 mining, wr, 
3 RE Bur whas Livy relares 
IF $-- queſt, Net 
” ly, that 6 difference of their Opinion, Tongues, and Caſftoms, 
was the reaſon of thelr_Preſeruation aud Conqueit 5 Far ſaid 
' he, *T was impoſſible fo many contrary Spirits thouldt Com- 
bios, and if any ould have Fear 'ewas in the Generals 
power to make rhe greater Party by his equal hand; chey 
 oxing hit more of Reverence, them they did of AﬀeRi- 
0010 one an another : This, fayshe, fore impure to Han. 
nibal, bur how great ſoever he was, I give it torhevarie- 
ry of Humors in the Army. : For (dds he) Rome 
Army was ever liſs given. to. me whes- jojned with 
the Provincial Anxilarics, then when # Roman ; thus 
much and more, .in his publique Diſcoyries apes Conelics 
Tacitus. | 
a Fifthly, The (ame, beſt Stavift of his Time, C. 
Tacitus, tells usin the © aſe of Crenvtiue, That it had been 
the intereſt of Tiberzws not ro bave tim, in as much 
as Curiofity is begotten by ReftriQionot Liberty ro Write 
- or Speak, which never miſt of Proſelites. _ 
- 6. Sixthly, Fuſt. Martin. I will forbear to-quore, in leſs 
then this, rwowhele® Apollogies, dedicated-ro Adria and 
Aptonias Pirie, as takeir. 

Seveathly,Tertallian ad ſcapulam, that learned and juditious 
- Appollozift plainly rei'$ u5;,7148 tis wot the Proper Religion 
" 10 Compel or Perſecute fer Religion, (be ſhould be accepted tor 
ker Self, nottor Force; thatbeing a poor and b one, 
that has no beeter Argaments 70 Conviace; and a manifeſt 
Evide: ce of her pe flitionand Fatthood. : 
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$ X L of this's | 
ne Frei ts be a exe Dr Jeriom 
w idom, -2dmirable Pruceace. ii 'g 

vile Widow, ſaying, He wonld have none 7 


the bers te Worſhip) Calm'dche im 


Storms of Difſention betwixt Homouſiens ind Aovikenr; 
reduc'd the whole E , before agirated with. all kinds of 
Commoriwng of Conſtantine, Conſlemius,and 
TIP word _ and Peace,as Socrates Scholafti- - 
Gs » That lirtle Kingdom of Egypt had_noleſs 
then Forty "Th Perſons recir'd to their private and f.- 


pany Th Worlhip, as Exſebius out of Phils Fudews, 
relates, 


= 3 And herejet me bring in honeſt Chescer, 
whoſe Marrer (and not bis Poetry) hearcely affects me : *rweas 


io atime when Prieſts were as rich, and lofty, us they are : BOW». | ; 


2fd Cauſes of Evil alike, 


+ The ori. He time w4 once cud way turn again, 


| _ 4 ( for oft may happen thet bath been teforn) 
axis race 16 ch had Hi, Ss 
ſerved by a  neof Land, CE 
Poet, * more But what might ariſe of 


then 300, we (were it more or le { /mbubue 


b did keep, | 
_ A hay well yus — fs 
: having, fear41h, tolgrgo, 
ead thel _ I 
—_— . For PAN (Gid) himſel was their Toberitaece, 


and C om and little then ſerv'd for their n+ ra 
— Dat The-S hephtrdi God ſo well thim guided, | 


that bt novghr wete "they unptovided , 
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« ALorerrflo and troublers of faces ; 

rhew gen Shepbe Swans ts lack «loft, 

And Cn on live + hard.and lextato lig ſoft, 
thoagh _—_ celowr of $ 

There crept in, Wolves full of fraud and guilt, 
- that ofren deyour' their own Sheep, 


Andoften tbeShepheard thac did them keep, tion was coun- 

ced Difaffe&i- 
.on,,. Religions Aﬀemblies, Conventicles ; primitive Spirited 
| Chriſtians, Upſtare Hereticks ;- thus, the Tragedy begin, Cain 
flaying Abel about Religton. . 


(d)Thi mas ther ſource of the Shepherds ſorrow. 
Sg ali we bes, (Oe 


| their Avarice «the cauſe of their Degeneration ; for cis the 
Root of all Evil. 


= 


1-/ Ba FETVET not that our firſt Zefermers were greae 
A A EpDYy of Conſujence , as Yn) in bis Re- 
- .mOh the Parlzmenst. The Albigences ro Lewis the 

CITI rome Lather to the leveral Dyets under 
fat and Chartes the fifth ; Calvin to Francis the firſt, and 
of our Engliſh Mactyrs, as the.poor Plowman s Famuus 
wi, in Foxes I Te, © * 


* 


” 12, 
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s. Thott. 2 ore cs wele GPL | wb; 4 worn 
I HE r tharthe time <p Tr ona guy i 


es fo be wich th, Vorthre, 
ace thereon oh barry Lows: 


i. The P b tells us. Ps ie ("vs hay - 
| tO qoraneeif ng and gain \ = eig | 


#7 the tearned Der 
itive Scadent, carder dizious Diolo ploghe abo abour 
Dd Lone habe igdoms, when tie Le Tha 


"Faffice, 


7 
4 cher Tafatinorke or 
_ clence be congraous_ witheirher, let che 5 
F. para jodee ub. x. chap 
- ax. Dotter Fees, _ and the Grand Patron of ihe 
bfb Charch , was fo Fat from wigin the pillicy poſe: 
-- oh in Marte rs relating to Conſcictice, that he Writ, 
Age'd, and wh apon his Dying Bzd bis fenle to the Con- 
: As the oe of. his Lite .gight have been plea$'d 
; obſerve, bur that inter«ft ſtood tn the wiy ; 1he DotFor 
y his Party, note ſeek ts Diſplace thoſe then tn the Uns- 
Foote ex te Per fecute Yhem for any matter of Relig ious gifference. 
: 23. . That # Perſon of no © es , to the 1rifþ Pro- 
teftave Church did the fame, 1 mean D. Je, T ater, bis 


; con of Liberty of Propheſy , is a moſt Pronent 
b 23» fi mas. the faying of a Perſon once, | 


ro 
be New Now, That liberty of Conſcience is jo oY Eo 
PETETe and be wha > dexrlv's of it, # 8 Slant b 


eff Liberty : And fince every owls 
dow nd terp fri Jo's enly don Fre ve ts RT that 
= $ erve it. 
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6. Ferns; thus, He the 
UA + ſh be ce is TTY 


27. Chryſo 
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| | Tag bog mio hain 
mb + of Mew, wet of Conſcience 4 Coms- 
wander of Bodies, net of Su 


29, the King of Behenols was of Opinion, 7hat wen: Cew- 
nog wb3o regains ye apc, 
And -lafily, let me add ( as what. is, or ſhodld 
be Nw bf ain force) be fenfe of King Fames , and 
Charles the firft, Men fam'd for their great nacural abill> -- 
ties, and acquir'd Learning ; that ns wan ought. 16 be pu= _ 
4 for bis Religion nor ofters d "for bis Conſcience ; tm 
it s the duty -of tv org 
Receive. *Itis awe Rule in Diviedy, Vs 405, 
* that God never lovesto planes bis Church by 
© Bloodſbed. 4nd in bis yon Spa Reval hg 
© That PERSECUTION © tbe. note of 1 
« Church. | And in the laſt Kings advice to the 
- _—_— he fayes _ "Take heed of * abetrie 1 
cg 2X7 OX RILY 


fe wats Hs 


_ 
—_ 
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| i ora mg ) 2c icloleh inorter, = 
© 46 by as | 'Y 
© rhink chem(cives, and their profeſſion, gy 


igrs, * knee if epraing 1 rafts by the 


"Mtn RP SOLLID ET 7 adi Ck 
© mencall Tenche (which mend hoth hearcs agd-lives of men) 
+ with Impartid favesr and Fuftice. Your Prerogative is beſt 
hown and exercis d in rewittzzg,. rather then exafingithe 
"of nay B there be nothing worſe NG 
y. 


charſty of Per /acutgry,28 their Savage Cruelties imply 23 high» 
—— hehe roman of which oumberT can 
nor forbear the mention of two, whoſe ARions are ſo near of 
kia ro one 2nother,and both to inbaumanity,as the ſame thing 
cxabe to it {cf | 

* The firſt isa great Lord of Buckingham: ſhigegbut ſohearty 
a Perſecutor of rhe poor L2vakers, that rather then they ſhould 
peaceably enjoy the Liberty of Worſhipping God, (and to 
ſupply the County-defeRt of 1»formers) he has encourag'd a 
pair of ſuch Wretehes, thar it bad bin a Diſeracefor the mean- 
eſt Former tocoveriſe with; one having been Priſoner in 41s- 
bury for Thefs,8 ſaid to have bin barn) in the Hand; and the 0- 
ther of 2 Complexios not much leſs Scandalous xnd Immortal. 

Togivean undeniable teſtimony of their Merit once for 
I ſhall briefly relare a mdft notorious piece of Perjwvy. They 
ſuſpeRiog x Religiofis Aſſembly to be ar a certain place in the 
ſame County came;and finding one in reallity,repaired to one 
they call Sr. Tho Clayton, and a Juſtice, where they depos'd, 
That not only « meeting was at (uch an Houſe, but one Tho, Za- 
chery and bu Wife were there, whoatthe ſame time (as atthe 
Trval upon Iaditment for Perjwry at Alsbery was proved by 


ſ\nfficient Witneſſes trom Londen) were then in that Ciry, yer. . x” 


fined not only for being there ,bur tor the Speakeralſo,though 
none ſpoke that day. 
Upon the proſecutiog of theſe Mey,as perjur'd men and by 
the Law diſpriviledged of «ll Imply, and never to be credited 
mote in evidence; ſeveral delays were made, much time ſpear, 
and not 2 little pains beſtow'd, all in hopes of an Exemplary 
Succeſs,which proved fo,but the wrpng way; tor the very laſt . 
Se{{40ns,when the matrer ſhould have receiv'd an abſolute De- 
ciſcion, andthe Attendams have been diſmift (eſpecially on the - 


{care of the Witneſſes, that came fromLonden the | time, I”. 


upon no other account)aLetter was reported to have bin wrir 


from 


< 


_not hate” Martin Luther more, then he does 2 


"XX 
ad . 
Ws _ 


_. then he has Impiiſoned. 


. + : 
m " - 


From the afoteſzi7 L4r4jn favour of theſe Saformers, to this 
purpoſe,7bat face Sr. Tho Clayton was nor preſent the buſji- 
neſs could a0t well be determin:d,bat if the Cor10 menld undertcke 

the ending of it, hb: beſeec bt them ta be favinrable tothoſe H O- 
NEST MEN. ltchisbeas true as ſaid, us a moſt aggra- 
vared ſhimero Nobility: what! roprotet them from the L: 
of Law,who went abouc rggeſtroyTrmb the Life of ic: * Tis 
4 Diſhenvsr to the Government, a Scandal tethe County, and 4 


manifeſt [njury to an inoffenſive and uſeful Inhabitant. 


*Tother isas well known by his Creelty,as by his Name,and 
he ſcarce deſerves acother; However, he is underſtood by - 
thar of the Reading Knight, Arrant, and alwaycs in 4: aour 


forthe Devilza mn, whoſe Life ſeems to be whole B O N- 


'NER reviev'd: Hogeftraur, the Popiſh 1:quifiter, could 
Difſeacer ; 
and wants bur as much Power, as be has Will, to bang mare 
The Laws made againſt Papifts, te 
mfii4s upon the Buakcys; And makes it Crizzt enourh fer 3 
 Priraunire 10 have an Eftate to loſe OOTY 

T he fingle Queſtion is not, Mere you at ſ«ch a Meet. ng * 
whichthe Actiorends : But will yeu Sw:ar, whichit intends 


Bots 4nd Women aj «4 litile for this, aatheſerf bis owa 
"Tribe do for SOME 


THING ELSE: bur what of 
all rhiogs moſt aggrivates the mans [mpiecy, 1s the making 
a devilliſh ſoare of a Chriſkian Duty ; fince ſuch as have 
come to vilit the impriſeg'd, have been impriſoned them- 
ſelves ſor their Cbarity ; ſo tbat wich bim ic ſeems a current 


' Maxime, that thoſe muſt not come to fee Priſoners, and nct 


be ſuch themſelves,whowill not take r:.c Oath of Allegiance 
todoir, an > 

TorelatEthe whole Tragedy would render him as Bag, as 
the Diſcourſe Big ; and the latter not leſs Folwminrw, then 


Fuft, 


"the fo:wer 0d:0ws, But three thiogs I ſhall obſerve, 


Firſt, That- he has crouded 72 Perſcns (of thoſe call? 
_ Quakers) Men and Women, immodeſtly into Goal,nerſaffer- 
iog them co egjoycammon Converieacies. And for his Di- 
vertion, and the Ptntſhmene of lictle Children, heporrs Cold 
Waterdowh their Necks. : | 

2d His Imprifonments are almoſt perpecua), Firſt he premu- _ 
aires thew,withoutany juſt cauſe of Suſpition ;, hes Impriſe ws + 
them ; and laftly, Phusders thers, and that by a LawenaQted a- 
eainft Rewanefts; which, if all betrue, that is ſaid, & more bis cag- 
cern then theirs, If without offence, it may be ſuppos'd he has 
Religion at all, : 

3d Some have been thece about Eighr Years, and ſhould be 
Eighteen more, werebeasſuretolive(being more then 70.):nd 
enjoy his Power,as doubtleſs he hopes to die before thoſe good 
Laws over-take hin, that would make an ExampMeof ſuch an 
Oppreſlar ; in ſhore, Wives, Widdows, Poor and Father lefs, + 
are all Fiſh for his Net; & whether over or under Age he caſts - 
none away, but ſeems to make ithispriviledge tocorre&t Law 
by out-doing ir, When we havelaidall wectn (ang wecan 
never ſay tos much, ( if enough? be is ſtill bis own beſt 
Charader. | : 

Such ate the Paſſ;ons, Feller, Ynd Prijudices, Men devo- 
ted co a ſpirir of /mpoſition and Ferſecution,are attended with, 


Now enm 10 [Tirmes que vidimis, et audivimmns non loqus.. 

Io ſhort, W hat Religious, what Wiſe, what P.gdenr, whas =: 

Good-natured Perſon would be a Perſecutor > Certainly it's as ** 

Office only fit {or thoſe bo being wide of «a reaſon, tocvidence thy © 
verity of ther ewn Religion, fancy it to letrue, from that fflrong 

Proper ſity andgretdy Inclinaiion they find in tham{eles 19 Perſe © 

ext the Contrary; A Weakneſs of {gill a conſequence tal 4 
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good and example of all. 


' bEſhe preſent Lot of our Iibericance from this Generation, 


prove their utter Ruin,1as well as their grear Infelicicy who 
Ye it, x 

And though we could not more effecuilly expreſs our 
Revenge, thenby !eawins {#:h Perſons tothe ſcope of their own 
Hamor: ; Yetbeing taught ts Love and Fray for our very Per- 
ſecutsrs, we heartily with their berter iaformation, that (if 
it be pcflible ) they may AR more ſ#itebly to the good 
pleaſure of the Eternal Juſt God, znd beneficdaly to theſe 
Nations. 
 Toconclude, Liberty of Conſelence (as,thus Stated & Defend- 


* ed) we ack 45 owr undoubied Right bythe Law of God, of Nature, 


and of our ewn Cenniry : 1t has been often promiſed we have long 
waited fir it ; we have Writ much, and Suffercd mare in its De- 
fence, and have made many true Complatncs, bur found little 
ornoRedrels, | | 
However, we take the Righteous Holy God to Record a- 
ea'm(t all Objections that are ignoramly, or defignedly rais'd 
againſt us. Thar. | 
1t Fe hid no Principle deftrative of the En;lſh Governe 
7B, | 
; 2: That we plead for nauch Diſſenter (if ſuch an one there 
8.) NI r 
31 That we deſire the Temporal and Eternal Happineſs of all 
Perſoas(in ſubmiſſion tothe Divine Will of God)hew1ily for- 
elvire 6:7 Cruel Perſecarors, 
4thly, And Lafily, We ſhall engage, by Gods affiflance,- to 
lead peaceable, juſt, and induſtrious lives among ft men, to the 
Bur if after all we have ſaid, 
this ſhore Diſcourſe ſhould not be credited, nor anſwer'd in 
any of its ſober Reaſons,and Requeſts , but Sufferiags ſhould 


be 
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A few brief Obfernations upon the late #8; 
- andthe nfnal Tearms of Xs of this Nature, 


Thar which we have to f2y,. relates, enther-to- 
. the Fearmsof. the AG, or the Application of 
them to us. 


Asto the Tearms of the A&, they are theſe, Sed 
 tious Conventicles Seditions Sectaries,and Meets 
ings under Coloar or Pretence of Religion, P. t. 


1, C*Editicus, from Seditiov, imports as mach as 
Turbulent, Contentions, Faitiows, which [owes 
Strife, and Debate, and hazards thi Civil Peace of 
the Govermment . ; 
2, Conventicle, « 4 di 


3, 


- SEES Ko "anche 
account , Voſs on we V2 chu but 
thoſe who _ colony or kg of any exerciſe of Religion 
conſpixe &c, they are ro be ſufpeted and Profeciited, 
This | being the true (explanation of the tearms' of the 
AR; weprocecdto ſhow howarcaſonably they are applyed 
TOUS. | 

1. | Words are bur ſo many intelligible Marks, aad 
Characters ſer and employ'd, ro infrom us of each others 
conceptions, and therein of the nature of thoſe things they 
ſtand for-; Now becauſe we rake the AR to mein whar 
it ſpeaks, and.. that the Law -concludes no man 
upon coojeures , bur from the detection of ſome” faults; 
we afficm our ſelves alrogether unconcern'd in that, word 
Seditiows , becaule 'twas never our praQtiſe in words , of 
xQions to difturb the Government: z #7 ſocget} Prixciples 
that might hatch Conſpiracies, or fred the vulgar with 

diſaffeF:on ta their Rulers ; but before the | | 
in, at his coming io, and ever fince, n0t our 
frequent ſuffering, we have wade it our befneſ 18 heat A» « 
nimaſities , Preach forgiveneſs and Charity amongſt men,” 
_ chac they would 


g irhey then hune upon ane another : 
of te en not done = ORR Be Way 
be-proy'd Se 


Cn cine, | 
or hon apr hog md A are wanting, There * 


an hearty repentance tura' to/ 
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noe Th | z. duc on. : & tQ., CLVAGE: per- 
.- Jons frow' ſach - 1impieries; -ſo thar we.are clear_ in the 
mterpretation of the Law* 13 H. 5. cap, 8. 19, and 


19. H. 7. cap. 13. and in the ſenſe of the famons Father - 
Tertuliax 


3, - Seftaries, is a word, that whoſoever has bur. conſi- 
dence enopgh to conceic himſelf in the Righe , by con- 
ſequence” wants none. to ſuppoſe the - contrary in the 
wrong, and fo to call bim a SelZ4ry ; but this-is bur a 
meer beging of the Queſtion ; For to lay thoſe” are 
$:Raries, do's not conclade them ſuch, nor does the A& 
ſpeak ſo plainly of Diſenters : - but granting, it did, 
yer they. mult be Sedrtiovs over, or elle all will be 
-1n' yain z where we miy obſerve 4 that-purely ro be 
 Feftsry, is not what the Ad ſtrikes at, but, to be. 


a' 
4 Seditions One - for a man may differ in judgemenc 
out .matters of Faith, from the national Religion, 
yet correſpond with the Government in marrers civil : 
that A C T-upon the whole, aims not ar Seftariet amply, 
bnt they mnt be ſach 2s :reEnemics to the civitconſticucion 
' to berendred Seditions Ones from which we have ſufficiently 
Po Oo; © GOO RENIOUNS «5 
" © 4. That wimeet under Colour and. Pretence, and not really to 
Worſhip God z, we deny,and none canprove, 'T were high [n- 
chiriry to affirm poticively, The, or 164 People meet only- 
under s Colour of Religion, yet uale(s 


1”; yet uales the Ac had fo 3 £4 
ir ſelf, we. coticeive their Authority lameand imperfe& that 
Perſecute us by it, Ir will belp barlictle cofay, The King, 


Lords 


wt 


F 


Lords and Commons, hints þ 4 

thew © ; Lirurgy's 
meant, thit (uch mett under Pete 
ts that Wirſhip; fince the precederie words mn Jnnder Co: | 
low or Pretence x dag any Exerciſe of Religion in other manner, . © 
&c. $o thar are only truck ar, Ee fid eb ge Gaek i 
OS but thae are ſuch, wich Defigr ro carey'on anq-- 2 
ther End, | 


"065 Ber may ſome fay, '7i granted,yow have ver; evidently 
the Force of the Ai, ſo far a relates to theſevecited Exe 
prefiions ; but what too 4 Bill be ready, for an Explanatery and 
Sopplementory A to the former, wherein this Scope for Argu- 
ment will not be found, becauſe your Meetings will be abſolutely ad- 
jadgtd Seditiows, Riotons, and Ur lawful. 


To which we Anſwcr, That as the granting of the firſt, 
which none reaſonably can deny, is a manifeſt Impeachmene 
of ſuch as have violently proſecuted people for being preſent 
at Religious Aﬀemblies (almoſt co their ntrer Undomg}. fo. 
thalt we as calily anſwer the fecond, which amountsro _- 
force of an Ovjeftion, and briefly thus, ; 

« Firſt, Ic is not more impoſſible tor Mankind 'to preſerve,” 
their Society withonr Speech, thenit is abfolutcly requiſiethar | 4 
the Sperch be "4 and certain + For, it what we calls Man, _ 
a Lion, aWhale to day, we ſhould call a Woman, 2 
Sprat to morrow;z there would be ſuch Ltncerrainty in Þ; Tg 
fuſion,as itwonld be alrogether jmpoſſible to preſerve Speech. 
or Language iat<ligible, 

-Lecondly,ir is not inthe power of all che men in the ivortd + 
10 reconcile an abſolute Contrad;ition, to convert the nate of 
Light into that of Darkneſs, war to ena? a thing to be that which 
it #not ; bur that Thoſe endeavour'todo, who think of ma- | 


king 


te A TOS a "or fl mY 
ur Religzp2s Mcecingy, Ron:s and Rietss, for ficit they 
Lanoork 4 | of u ic vs 


| ligious and Peaceadie Al- - 
would be enafted 2 Rouc or Riot : Nature, Reaſon, 
the Law of the 1 11, and common Prottice, 4nd C 199. 
giveaclear contrary definition of a Zi and Riot. 
for they would have « thing that which by natare itcannet bez, tor 
that which is Peaceable cannot be Riotowe, and whatis Religiane 
can never be Seditiows, For any to lay our. Meetings are not 
Riligicas, is not only 2 poor Evaſien, but great incharity 
for that u properly 4 Religious Aſſembly where Porſons are co0- 
grezated with a real purprſe of Warſhipping God, by Frazer, or 
otherwiſe, letthe Perſons mes be eſteem d Dottrinally Orthodox, 
'-07 x0t, Canany beſo Ignorant, or ſo Malition:,,a5 to be- 
lieve we do not Afﬀemble to Worthip God, rothe beſt of ou: 
_Hnderſiznding * -If they think otherwiſe, they muſt, and 
do :flyme unto themſelves a Power beyond the Arrogancy 
of the PO PE himlelf, that neyer yet advcncur'd cotell man 
'his Thoyghts,nor che Pyrpoſes and Intents of his Heart, which 
be, or they muſt do, rhar definitively jadge our Aﬀemblies, 
void of Sword or Staff, Drum or Mucket, Tumalt or Violence, 
and circumſt intiated with all the Tokens of Chriſtian Devotion, 
aRonatoraRiot, And cruly, If Proteſtants deny the Legal-. 
lity of thoſe As or Ediits, which were contriv'd onl extca:ed 
in ordey to their [wppreftion, by the reſpettive Kings and Pay- 
Hiaments that enn'd the Remeiſh Faith and Authority, where they 
either did or do love, let them not think tt ſranze, if we onthe 
ſame Te:rm; (namely; Scruple of Conſcience) reſsſe com... 
pleance with their Laws of Reflraint. And as the firſt Refor. 
mers were ao whit daunted at the. Black © haraQters the Ri- 
manifis tattened an them; ncither thought their Aſſemblies in 
a Way 


= 


© — C— 


_ OY ONT -* 
iway of profelt ſeperation, the more unlawful, for their 
in 18 tFem fochz no'more are we ſurpriz'd or ſcar'd 
F- X ihe ugly ly Phrofer, daily c>{t upon us by i ſort of men, rhar 
either do not know n+, or woeld not that others ſhorl#: For we 
are not (6 eaflly ra be Bray: 'd, Menac'd; or Perſecuted our 
of our Senſe, Reaſon, and Privilege, 3 

They ſay,LOSERS have leave 18 Spe:k,ar leaſt, we take »® 
it,none teins greater Loſers, then ſuch as for Difſenting from - 
national Inſtitutions in point of Faith or Worthip, arede-- 
priv'd of theic Common Rights and Fyr-edoms, and hindred ' 
23 much as may be, from reverencing the C: od thr made 
them, ia that Way which to them ſeems moſt acceprable to , 
him. 

To Conclude, we fay, and by it ler our Intentions-in+ 
our whole diſcourſe be meaſur'd, that we h:y - nor d:fin'dany 
Diſſenters, whole q tarrefl or diſſent i is rather Civill and Polit- 
ticall, then Reljgiow and Concientious ; for both we 
chink fach unworthy of ProteQ;on from the Engliſh C overn- 
ment, who ſeek theruin of it ,, and that fuchas are Contri-- 
burries to the preſ. rvationof | it, (though Diſſen;ers in point 
Faith or Wct(hip) are unqueſtionably Iaciculed roa ProteRti- 
on from IT. 
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